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AVAFFEI- VEGII-LAVDENSIS  AD’ 
EVSTATHI  VAV-  PRAEEATTOT 

b a- 

Hf  m repeterem  nuper  ani/ 
mo  Euftatbi  frater  id  qd 
pe  foleo:  tam  g uerfos  in  o 
mni  mortalium  ftatu  eor/ 
ruptos  c$  uiuedi  mores  / at 
tenderem  q*  mbil  non  ple/ 
nura  fraudis  dc  improbita 
tis : aggreffus  fum  nouam 

__ reuem  q*  &:  ut  puto:  non 

itiioeundam  ingenii  lucubrationem,  qu£  &fi  primo 
confpedu  admiratione  tibi  fortaffe  fit  allatura  q ):  g 
in  condendis  poematibus  ftudia  mea  badetius  impe 
derim  liberam  nunc  pmum  foluta  q$  didionem  am/ 
pledar:  quum  animaduerteris  tamen  diligentius  rei 
de  qua  fcnbendum  fuit  inuentionem:  no  modo  non 
admiraberis  fed  ultro  &ia  qualecunq>  eft  quod  egim? 
approbabis.  Hia  t primis  nec  ab  poet£  officio  difceffi 
mus:  quod  per  fe  fatis  ifta  fcnptio  atq>  aperte  mani/ 
feftat.  nec  licSc  poema  ediderimus:  potuimus  facile 
opus  dialogo  contextum  quod  prgfertim  neq$  tragi 
cum  neq>,  fatis  comicum  eft  adftridiorib?  numerif  ex 
plicare.  C^fi  gbufdam  fortaffe  uidebitur  oratio  nra 
mordatior  g uel  ego  foleam:  uel  delicata  multorum 
ingenia  patiantur:  rogatos  eos  uelim  ut  ratione  ani 
mi  noftn  £quanimius  fufcipientefexiftiment  no  tam 
me  omnium  hominum  g humanorum  omnium  fta/ 
tuum  uitam  coarguiffe.  putent  q$  non  ita  damr.affe 


me  mortales  fcelerum  eorum/  ut  no  aliquos  tame  ex 
Cingulis  eorum  ftatib?  credam bon£  frugi  femper  ex 
titille*  Bos  ego:  fi  qui  funt  temporibus  noftris;  non 
dubito  pro  conftantia  uirtutis  eorum  libello  meo 
congratulaturos*  reliquof  uero  qui  confcientia  flagi 
ciorum  fuorum  adi  dida  omnium  pariter  dc  fcripta 
in  fe  iaci  fufpicant  / uidco  dc  accufaturos  fufceptu  la/ 
borem  noftrum*  dc  ut  ad  rifum  funt  faciles  dc  aliqua/ 
do  irrtfuros*  Sed  age  accufent  atq*  irrideant  ut  lib&. 

?uos  certe  minoris  pendo  gtloccos  indumenti  mei* 
e autem  germane  cbarifTime  cuius  egregiam  uiriu 
tem:  dc  cum  uirtute  coniundum  mirum  litterarum* 
amore  ac  Rudium  intelligo:  gfuafi  mibi:  non  poftre 
mum  fore  qui  fcriptiunculs  noftrf  congratulatum  i 
res*  quem  quoniam  ita  perfuafi/  dignum  &iam  duxi 
in'up  cui  eam  quafi  quodam  iure  dedicarem*  Verita 
tem  i git" noftram  ita  uulnerata  atq*  cruentam  uti  de/ 
fcripfimustibi  mitto  tang  idoneo  bofpiti.  |Tuipfam 
dc  amice  dc  humaniter  fufcipito:  tradato  q*  non  fecus 
ac  M jPbilaletbef*  Proficifcitf  figde  ea  ad  te  libent*  na 
cum  fcifcitati  illi  multum  moref  tuos  integritate  q*  ui 
t£  commedafTem:  exiluit  ftatim  gaudio  dc  pr£  defide/ 
rio  quo  te  uifcndi  correpta  eft ociuf  euolauit*  ©rnat 
alii  germanos  fuos  auro  dc  gemmis  preciofa  q*  fupel/ 
ledile*  ego  te  bonis  difciplinis:  clarif  morib?  redif  q* 
uiuendi  exemplis  femper  ornare  ftudui  * quod  dc  iti/ 
dem  facio  in  pr^fentia:  5>ed  cum  fluxa  illa  dc  momen/ 
tanea:  bfcc  uero  ftabilia  atq$  £terna  fmt:  quantum  alte 
ra  alteris  pr^ftent  qui  ignorat  no  defipit  ille  iudicio 
meo  fed  infanit  * 
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PHILA  LETHES 

ve  nam  es  tu  mortalium 
que  g uafta  bgc  montium 
tacceffa  q*  aliis  uagaris  lo 
ca  i 

le  appellare : qu£  diurno**"  * 
magis  ex  femi  ti  e pro  crea  / 
ta  fum.  PHI.Diuinum  eft 
ne  numen  tibif  VE*  Vtiqj 
PH  I*  Quena  ergo  tu  c^leftium  es  i dic  mibi.  VE.  Bt/ 


ft  mille  mibi  iterum  ingruant  tormenta  nung  tamen 
meum  fubticebo  nomen.  PH I.  (J)uid  tormenta  nar / 
rasi  quid  eft  quod  propter  me  extimefcasi  qui  Igdcrc 
neq*  lciui  quempia  ung  neq ) pfane  uolui . tffare  age 
nomen  tuum.  vE.  Aletbiam  graii:  ueritatem  me  la  / 
tini  uocant . PH  I.Tu  ne  ueritas  filia  temporisi  VE. 
Illa  ipfa  fum:  fed  alio  inde  ex  parente  orta.  PHI.  Au 
fueram  equidem  quofdam  credentes  ex  tempore  ge 
tiitam.  VE.  Audire  potuifti  facile,  fuerunt  enim  cer 
to  qui  ita  crediderint:  neq)  inepta  fuerit  eorum  ratio 
credendi,  nam  cum  fub  apto  femper  aere  degam:  ne/ 
q)  tegar  uncj:  latebrif  q*  ung  ullif  occlaudar,  f i tegi  ta 
men  aut  occludi  per  uim  forte  contingat:  tanta  Tum 
harum  quas  cernis  alarum  pernicitate:  tanta  q>  cor/ 
poris  agilitate  & aptitudihe:  ut  necubi  multum  late/ 
re:  a nullo  quocp  diutius  celari  pofTim.  qug  proinde 
& nuda  fum  femper  ut  uidef  nullo  ung  amidfu  conte 
&a.<B>ua  dudi  illi  ratione  qu£  ueritatis  fimilif  effe  ui 
detur:  putaucrunt  me  eo  patre  generatam  qui  omtu 
a quanaimcutiq)  occultiffimc  agantur  detegit  aliqua 


do  atq*  manifeftat.  ^erum  ut  indubitatum  parente 
meum  intelligas*  audifti  ung  magnum  olympi  redo 
rem  ex  cerebro  genuiffe  fapientia  illam  quam  uocant 
pallada  i H^c  mtbi  foror : ille  mibi  parens  edita  fum 
ego  eodem  partu:  eodem  femine*  tata  q*  eft  duaru  fo 
rorum  ini  nos  uolendi  ac  fentiedi  paritas:  tanta  uul 
tus  faciei  q>,  fimilitudo:  ut  utram  uideris  dicas  in  no 
bis  nibil  pr^£  nominum  appellatione  differre/PHJ^ 
<P  fauftum  bunc  mibi  diem  meliore  q*  lapillo  tiume/ 
randum:  quo  tadem  uiderc  te  mibi  otingit:  cui?  uide 
dg  incredibili  iamdiu  defiderio  flagrabar  ,ppe  q*  tabe 
Icebam*  per  quaf  te  no  qu^fiui  urbesi  g qs  no  uicos  & 
oppidai  gbus  no  anxi?  erraui  filuis  dum  tc  qu^ritoi 
gbus  non  motibusi  gbus  no  inuiis  & uaftis  locisi  ut 
quam  te  unam  animo  mete  q$  gerebam  intueri  faltem 
aliquado  poffem*  <D  l^tum  me  bodie  & gbeatum:  cui 
quam  no  inueni  qufcfita  totiefrregire  tandem  mfpera 
t?  cafus  dedir*  Sea  tu  dic*  agnofcis  ne  mei  J^Ej  Haud 
agnofco  teJPHLfTuum  ne  pbilaletbem  q non  eft  ait 
a matior  tuiiMEJTu  ne  pbilaletbes  meusijPH  I*  Pbi 
laletbesvjV^jQ^  poptatu  te  offers  mibi:  que  no  mi/ 
nore  uidedi  defiderio  qu^fiui  ubiq$  getium*  (Quoties 
inuocaui  nome  tuum  atq$  inclamaui*  putauera  te  ci/ 
uitates  colere*  frequente  effe  int  conuent?  bominum 
$perauera  tibi  magnum  effe  & celebre  nome  m popu 
lif*  Sed  gbus  nunc  te  uideo  errante  in  afgif  atq*  defer 
ns  locis  fqualore  obfitu:  borridulum:  uefte  fordidu 
lum:  pallidulum:  incomptu:  foliuagu:  incognitum: 
defpeduf  gd  miru  fi  nufg  tibi  dum  ubiq*  te  uocare  ex 
audiebar*  (!)  l^ta  me  no  minP  bodie  & pbeata:  cui  uo 


catum  tc  antea  toties  poft  longa  tandem  mala  mea  in 
opinatus  bic  dies  atq*  locus  obtulit*  $ed  cur(  edilTere 
mibi  )tam  incultus  es  8c  uefte  lacer : tam  fqualidus  Cc 
abie&usf  cur  b^c  babitas  qu£  pr£  borrore  fer£  &iam 
loca  refugercntfJPH  LlBdifferam  tibi  ut  lib&*  Sed  in 
primis:  quandoquidem  miferabilior  tua  conditio  ui 
detur:  expone  mibi  cur  tantis  tu  confeda  uulnerib? 
tanto  q*  fis  cruoreconfperfa  atq*  fedata:  cuius  olim 
tam  eximiam  efle  forma  accepam  atq>,  liberalem*  cui? 
ex  ore  candidiorem  fole  Sciam  fplendorem  fcintilla/ 
re  pr^dicabant:  cuius  frons  neq*  bilarior  neq*  trifti/ 
or:  cuius  afpedus  neq$  deie&us  bumilius:  neq*  pro/ 
fufus  licentius:  neq*  eue&us  altius:  fed  reuerenaa  q/ 
da  8c  formidabili  qfi  maieftate  condit?  ferebat  ♦ tbi 
nuc  decor  ille  loge  l^t?  longe  q>,  cbarites  illas  exupe/ 
ras i ubi  nuc  tata  illa  form£  dignitaf  fimulacrif  Sciam 
omnib?  emedatior?  ubi  uenuftas  oris  8c  elegatiai  ubi 
capillorurutilatioJ  candor  corpis : bonor  oculoru 
2c  gratia?  cur  imutata  nuc  omnia  deformata:  cofpur 
cata:  coincjnata:  (J)uina  dic  mibi  ita  te  cofoderut  co 
f offam  q$  ita  crudeli  t affecerut  ut  nullam  uidea  fme 
uulnere  fme  q*  cruore  uel  minima  corgif  parte*  VE* 
ltogu  fadura  effem  Termone  fi  malo2/,  meo2^  ferie  o/ 
mne  explicare  uellc*  qd  ad  audores  tame  ptin&  pof/ 
fim  eos  breui  uerbo  tibi  fignificare:  mortales  fcilicSc 
a cjb?  ta  diy.  \ modu  uulnerata  atq*  crueta  fum*)PH  I* 
/aortalef  ergo  tancoz/,  tibi  malorum  audoresf  jV E. 
/fVorta  lcf*)PH  I*  Qua  fi  diuinaba*  na  eo^  ipbitas  fa/ 
tis  mibi  aclug  manifefta  eft*  qf  Scia  p if inita  fcelejn  eo 
y,  turba  :ta  fu  afpnat?  ita  dedignat?:ut  no  mo  a dome 


ftica  eorum  eotifuetuditie:  fed  & ab  afpedu  infug  me 
prorfus  abftulerim:  fatius  ducens  mibi  exiftimanf  c$ 
dulcius  in  bis  uaftis  folitudinib?  uitam  agere:  cu  bac 
uili  & trita  uefte  cu  tuguriolo  uel  minimo  quo  uetos 
arceam  capere  tenues  cibos*  limpbas  babere  in  delici 
is:  g fumma  cum  omnium  diuitiarum  atq*  dignitati* 
affluentia  uerfari  ititer  tot  portenta  flagiciorum:  g/ 
bus  ad  fummum  ufq*  omnia  referta  funt  mortalium 
teda  * (J^uf  cum  neq*  oculis  confpicere:  neq*  cogitati 
one  prope  fuftinere  pofTim:  id  fadum  eft  cuius  cau/ 
fam  a mc  qu^rebas:  ut  tam  incult?  6c  fqualidus  elege/ 
rim  bfcc  borretia  magis  loca  itibabitarc.  Sed  tu:  oro: 
enarra  mibi  atq$  a principio  repete  caufas  malorum 
tuorum:  qs  uti  magna  cum  attentione  ita  graui  non 
fine  dolore  auditurus  fum.jVE.  ftccepifti  ne  ung  ul 
las  c^leftef  uirgines  ab  optimo  maximo  q>,  parete  mc 
o ad  mortales  demifTas  fuiffeiJPHL  Woc  ex  te  cupio  t 
telligere^E*  ibemiffa  iam  pdem  co  tico  r di  a :J)emifTa 
pax:  dcmilTa  iufticia  dc  item  pudicicia:  demiff^  innu/ 
merabiles  ali£  eximia  fpecie  cadenti  q$  pudore  uirgi7 
nes:  defped^  uero  a mortalibus  omnes  ludificat^:  jp 
fugat£:  Sc  per  totum  orbem  exagitat^:  ac  demum  un 
de  uenerant  rcgreHfc  funt.  IDemifit  me  poftremo  ama 
tiffim?  mortalinm  pares  me? : ratus  jppter  maiorem 
qua  profero  uult?  mei  reuerentiam  & dignitatem  no 
tam  graues  modo  me  iniurias  exceptura:  4ed  bono/ 
ri  infup  magno  ac  uenerationi  apud  illos  futura.  Et 
fi  gd  erat  qd  ,ppter  me  animo  angeret:  id  unum  erat 
excellentia  form^:  corgis  q$  nuditas,  qu£  eum  coge/ 
bant  obfc§nas  atq*  impuras  aliqrum:  fi  quas  offendif 


fem:  matiufuereri.  <££  uero  longe  cogitationem  eue 
tus  fefellit,  g longe  alia  crudelitatis  tnagif  g obfc$ni/ 
tatis  facinora  extimefeenda  eratiti  qu£  tot  ac  lata  fuf/ 
tinui:  ut  cum  audieris  pr£  inhumanitate  uix  illa  cre/ 
dibilia  tibi  uideant^PH  I.  jfli  fallor  cgdem  intellige/ 
re  uideor  pr^cipuof  inter  mortalef  tanti  fceleris  reof 
^uosifPH  I.  (pirculatoref  & uanofqfdatn  noua 
rum  artium  oftetatoref.  g uel  fucatif  berbaru  ocinna 
tionibus  uel  f l&aru  imaginum  gefticulationib?  illu/ 
dunt  maxime  rudi  popello . gbus  nihil  eft  ueritate  a 
lienum  magis  atq>,  incognitum  ./VE  . Parii  uel  nibil 
babeo  q iftof  accufem.  Nam  ludut  magis  cj  l^dut  toy* 
artesJPHI.  ^Vimi  ergo  te  Inferunt  & biftrionef.  g qs 
uolut  hominum  geft?  & uocef  ipfi  effingere  & emetiri 
poHuntfJVE.f&  bi  miti)  g fugio  ref*  Nam  offendut  ne 
mine  ung:  dcleftant  aute  quenq*  iocis  dc  falibus  fuis. 
jPH  I.jAt  credo  man?  intulerint  g impoftura  facitit: 
conates  uim  naturg  inferre  dum  ignobiliores  metal / 
lorum  materias  in  pciofiores  uertere  atq*  adulterare 
uanis  artib?  fuif  contedunt:  ut  uel  ditefeat  magif:  uel 
qu£  no  .pfunt  fugfticiofo  qdam  ftudio  magis  inuefti/ 
gent.]yE^eplorada  funt  ali  ude  graui?  uulnera  me 
a.-  gg  8c  non  nibil(  fateor  )me  Inferunt  bi  impoftoref. 
Sed  puniunt  fatis  ftulticia  fua.  na  dclufi  tadem  impo 
fiti  q>  fuis  g femet  impofitionib?  redigi  folent  ad  fum  / 
mam  calamitat<ypH  I.jL^ferut  te  ne  f or&tan  arufpi/ 
cef  Sc  aftrologi  ceteri  q^  g diiimatione  aliqua  ^fitent  i 
g uarios  uit£  mortif  q$  cuet?  pr^nunciatef  tuc  fallunt 
maxime  cu  certi?  ueriuf  q*  ueturum  aligd  fe  intellex/ 
iffc  arbitrant'". EJfltafr  boy,  ulla  in  me  iniuria  que/ 


ror.  tttam  quo  ablconditam  magis  futurarum  reru 
rationem  aperire  atq$  nota  pofTmt  efFicere  / elaborat 
plurimum  dc  infudant.  g fi  minus  qd  conati  funt  ex/ 
cquuntur  adferibendum  id  magis  eft  debiliorib?  in  / 
genii  neruis  ac  uiribus  g prauitati  ulli  & maligtiita/ 
ti«|PHL  cogor  &iam  de  pbilofopbis  male  fufpica 
ri*  g cum  abftrufa  queq$  natur£  ferutari  rnoru  q>;  rati 
oiies  fundare  contendant:  tot  contrarias  inter  fe  ex/ 
citant  lites  explicatas  q$  nondum  concertationes:  ut 
nulli  adbuc  certa  eorum  qu£  tradut  ueritatis  uia  pa 
tefiatjVEiinnocentiffimaf  & bi  qj  ab  iniuria  mea  ma 
nus  babent*  g 8cfi  falfa  opinates  f^pius  magis  irretia 
tur  errorib?:  inueftigandi  tame  utri  una  omnium  ac 

!>ar  eft  intentio*  ad  quod  pro  fuo  auirq  captu  diuer  / 
a ducitur  opinionum  uia*|PHI*.<Dui  tandem  rePvat 
g tantis  te  affecerint  malis  nifi  gerrarum  ineptia^  q* 
pleni  logicif  qui  mendaciis  femper  & cauillationibus 
certantes  nunc  currentes  federe:  nunc  fedentes  cur/ 
rere  credi  uolunt*  atq*  nunc  bomines  afmos  rifibilef 
garriendo  adftruere  conantur^fV^*  liaud  iftud  qui 
dem  dixeris*  nam  pr^cipui  ipft  ante  omnes  quos  me/ 
morafti:  ueri  cultores  funt*  cuius  qu§redi  indagan/ 
di  q$  gratia  proponunt  tales  quafi  quafdam  ambitiu 
culas  deliramentorum  q$  imagines*  fed  folida  eft  eo/ 
rum  uis  atq>  arguta.  neq>  gerrarum  ut  inquis  ac  ine/ 
ptiarum  plena  ^PHbjcredo  omnia  ut  narras  ♦ nam1 
nunc  in  mentem  ueniunt  certiffimi  omnib?  q$  notif/ 
fimi  boftes  ac  inimici  tui*|y£^qui  nami  dic  obfecro* 
}PHL  (Duts  nefeiat  poetas  confidis  nefeio  quib?  nu/ 
gis  ac  fabularum  portentis  totum  orbem  impleuiffe 


jV£iit£ug  indigna  audiof^jHL  (fur  indigna^E. 
l^am  nullum  eft  mortalium  genus  a quo  magis  g ab 
bis  uenerata:  aufta  illuftrata  q*  fim*]?H  I * (fur  ergo 
uulgo  fert*  poetaf  oma  fingere  & cmetiri^E»  (tur  & 
multa  alia  uulgo  feriit' nana,  ftulta  medaciora  q$  iis 
quoru  poetas  mfimulanti  g cum  corticem  rerum:  ut 
aiunt:  tatura  intelligat : ea  &iam  tantu  diiudicat  qug 
oculis  exterius  apparetia  intuent.  $ed  adeognofeen 
das  magnas  arduas  q*  res  oportfc  latetes  celatas  q*  eo 
ru  qu£  dicuntur  rationes  intro  fpeculari  penfare  q* 
uim  omnium  caftigato  loge  ac  perpenfo  examine  tu/ 
dicii.  ad  quod  penetradum  nulla  l>ebctis  & cralTi  uul 

fi  uis  qntulibSc  magna  Macris  Tufficcre  potctbjPH I_ 
t quid  in  fe  babent  poetarum  carminaqd  lateat  ue; 
rum:  fidele:  magnificu:  dignum  cp  uenerationei  jVE 
Quicquid  ad  intelligedas  uarias  regum  ac  populo^ 
res  gcftaf  gtinfc.  uel  ad  cognofcenda  arcbana  naturg 
morum  q*  & uit£  faiubria  inftituta  conducit . f|Jam  a 
nulli?  fapienti£  .pfefTcre  melius  g a poeta  diuerforu 
temporum  ac  locoru  uices  Titus  & gefta  feribunt  . ne 
q*  pbilofopbi  naturg  morum  q*  rationef  melius:  neqj 
aftronomi  c$li  aftrorum  q*  uim  ac  meat?  doftius:  ue/ 
q>  mufici  uocum  numeros  & concent?  elegantius:  ne 
cp  ceterarum  quiq*  Tuarum  artium  prgeepta  fidelius 
g poet£  tradunt,  atq*  ideo  excellenti  quadam  denomi 
natione  poet£  qd  idem  eft  ac  faftores  appellati  funt. 
Qua  in  re  no  pauci  feipfos  deceperunt . qui  cum  uix 
pinguem  quenda  ac  ludicio  fatif  fuo  refo natem  cano  / 
rem:  fyllabarutn  &iam  debita  jpporcione  uiribus  fu/ 
is  exprefferut:  a&utum  fe  bcliconis  aquas  plenis  fau/ 


cibufbaufiffe:  atq*  in  fummum  parnafi  cacumen  afcc 
diffe  arbitrari  funt*  6t  cum  eundis  in  difeiptinis  eu/ 
iq*  fua  8cfi  mala  placere  uidcamus:  mirum  tame  eft  q> 
in  poeticis  maxime  id  uicio  datum  fit  ut  ingenio  gl/ 
q*  fuo  blandiatur:  ut  inepto  guif  deferat  quifq>>  car mi 
ni  fuo  ac  tribuat  multum:  ut  nemo  no  mufam  fuam 
ueluti  fimia  gnatum  fuum  cbaripcndat  laudet  atq*  i 
tent?  admiretur*  At  pncccffaria  eft  ad  inftruendum 
carme  longa  audorum  Bc  gde  eruditorum  ledio:  lo/ 
gus  Bc  inundans  litterarum  fluuiuf:  qui  abundanter 
fuppeditet  tanta  qug  dicenda  poet£  incumbunt*  Pe/ 
tenda  funt  pueftiganda  q$  diligenf  nota  qu£q$  Bc  pro 
pria  atq*  reb?  fuif  cognata  uocabula.  Aduocad^  funt 
non  plebei^  aut  feruiles:  ut  ita  dicam:  fenteuci^.  Sed 
qu£  a uulgi  fece  fegregatg  nitido  qdam  decore  ac  ue/ 
nerabili  fui  maieftate  refplendeat*  Sed  pr^ter  b|c  qd 
maius  reftat:  opus  eft  grandi  Bc  jpmpto  at q$  acri  inge 
nio  qd  cogitationes  fuas  fa  cilii  exptn  ere:  polite  orcii 
ri:  luculenter  narrare  queat*  qd  uerba  fenteciafq*  fci 
at  artificiofe  uerfare:  uarie  diftinguere:  apte  cotmu 
are:  quod  caftigate:  conctniter  q$  loqui  moderari  au 
ribuf:&  ,p  rei  cuiufq*  dignitate  fublimiter:  preffe:  co/ 
citate:  tempate:  omnia  gfequi  poffit*  ($)u£  eunda  q/ 
tiia  arduum  ac  difficillimum  eft  affequi:  ideo  qui  bo/ 
ni  probati  q*  poet£  extiterint  rari  gdem  Bc  pb^tiicis  i/ 
ftar  m luce  jpdierut*  Sunt  q*  eo2^  ingenia  diuini  tna/ 
gis  muneris  g bumana^  uirium*  g cu  tot  ligati  oftri 
di  q*  fuit  uocum  ac  menfura2/,  legib?:  tot  uocati  a dif 
ferendis  uariis  reb?  Bc  difciplinis:  baud  facile  illis  ei/ 
fet  omnia  gpetuo  felici  cj  ftilo  copledi:  mfi  adiuuate 


inftigante  c$  dei  miro  affenfu  ac  fpiraculo  atcj  do  / 
mcftico  contubernio:  calefcente  q*  diuini  fpiritusi/ 
gni  qdara  ac  deflagrante  magis  incedio.  quos  idcir 
co  Uii  furore  repleri  & debaccbante  quaft  quopiam 
pfluuio  fpirituf  circumaftos  futura  f$pius  pt^dice 
re  manifeftum  eft.  rfjam  poftg  dulcif  illa  flamma  co 
caluit:  mox  uilefcere  humana:  jppria  uero  fieri  & fa 
pere  diuina  incipiut»  tum  rapit" mens  corporei  fui 
quafi  ergaftoli  oblita:  agitur  cp  tang  c$lo  uaga  & li 
bera:  fruit~q*  deliciis  ciuf  prophano  uulgo  iticogtii 
tis.  quas  8c  fi  no  guftu  certo:  at  imagine  faltem  & o/ 
dore  quodam  cui?  fuauitudo  facile  nung  explicari 
poffet:  attingit»  proinde  qcp  licentior  eft  caufa  poe/ 
tarum:  g ueluti  reges  atq*  imperato  ref  quaf  uo  lunt 
fibi  litterariaflegef  rogant  exempti  a communi  qua 
ceteri  coartant" grammatica  fimul  & biftorica  necef 
fitate . tnde  fit  ut  g liberiores  eorum  terminos  ac 
fines:  ofFicii  q$  ipforum  laxiores  habenas  ignorat : 
mirentur  accufent  c $ tantum  q>  fingendi  queq*  fibi 
licentiam  uendicarunt ..  $ed  fi  intelligerent  diuer/ 
fum  longe  ab  biftoricis  ceteris  q*  fcnptorib?  eorum 
officium:  cognofcerent  q*  diuinam  mentis  ipforum 
concitationem:  qua  fuccenfi  magno  cp  quafi  pr^cipi 
tes  impetu  rapiuntur:  no  accufaret  modo  fed  com/ 
mendarent  infuper  maxime  uelatas  quas  ipfi  intex 
unt  figuras  rerum  <5  figmenta»  Nam  quumcarme 
non  fme  furore  mentis  aiuino  q*  afflatu  expmi  pof 
fit : occupatum  haud  effe  conuenic  poetam  in  uul/ 
garibus  quibufq^  ac  minucif  rebuf:  Sed  excellentem 
3c  cum  deo  fabulantem  at cp  iocantem  fpiritum  ne' 


ceffc  eft  liberum  agi*  & res  geftas  no  biftorici  more 
cuius  pedeftre  magis  ac  feruile  eft  officium : ita  ex/ 
plicare  ut  fub  inftrumento  publico  2c  fide  teftium 
tabellionis  audorif  ate  claudi  uideantur  * uerum 
ficut  uaticinantes  & ^polline  pleni  folent:  oportet 
rem  quanq*  ita  ut  eft  ueram  exprimere : exprom  / 
ptam  q*  non  cum  nuda  & rudi  fimplicitate  apertam 
oftentare:  fed  cum  uariis  decoris  c$  uelamentif:  tor 
tuofis  figurationibus:  obliquis  q*  cradudiotiib?  in 
uo luere:  atq*  per  dulces  fabulofos  q>  quafi  qfda  am 
bit?  dc  ambages  magnarum  rerum  uentatem  figtii 
ficare : q feftiuiorem  fic  illuftrata  acquirat  fermo  / 
nis  uenuftatem  & leporem  cultum  q$  decentiorem* 
feftiuior  q*  taliter  ac  decentior  fada  fummis  tantu 
dc  proflantibus  ingeniis  perfpeda  innoteat*  craffis 
uero  & deiedis  qualibus  iners  totu  abunde  fcatet 
uulgus  ignota  penitus  atq$  abftrufa  delitefcat*  J^u/ 
det  fiquidem  poetam  tam  preciofam  fupelledilem 
fuara  omnibuf  pafTim  tiifi  ledis  & perfedif  dare  tra 
dabilem  atq*  domcfticam  Ijlinc  eft  unde  inualuit  a t 
liquando  uana  ea  qrundam  infcicia  g quoniam  tan 
tum  quod  oculis  fubiedum  babent  intelligant:  auf 
fifunttammyftico  poetarum  artificio  calumniam 
inferre:  mendaces  eos  & falfof  appellantes  propter 
blandas  quas  commenti  funt  & prurientes  fabulas 
nefeientes  uero  poetici  officii  modum  cuiuf  no  tam 
proprium  eft  fandis  prodeffe  excmplif  & inftituiis 
g dulcibus  infuper  obledare  uerborum  inuolucrif 
8c  figuris,  gbuf  ueritatem  rerum  & magnitudinem 
no:  qd  falfo  ipfi  putat  obtenebrarut  8c  diminnerut 


fcd  exornarunt  magis  digniorem  q$  ac  relucetiorem 
reddiderutJPH  I/*  agna  de  poetis  narras*  VE.  ty 
que  magna  & que  uera  fum  narro.  I.  Er  que  uera 

ego  quoq*  effe  puto*  Sed  expone  tu  mibi:  g te  ita  cru 
entauerut*  VE*  fxpona  tibi  ex  ordine*  <J)£primum 
em  iuffu  magni  omnium  paretis  defeendi  in  terras: 
libuit  pus  g couenirem  mortalef:  inuifere  inferna  lo 
ca*  ubi  qnto  bonore fuerim  ab  omnib?  illiuf  regni  V 
colis  fufeepta:  nuda  q$  a nudis  ipfis  bofpitata  no  pof 
fem  facile  ullo  fermone  comprebedere*  adeo  me  rigi 
dus  & incultus  tbaron:  adeo  me  feueri  8c  duri  iudi/ 
ces  8c  pluton  ipfe  magn?  ceteri  q$  omnes  libenter  ad/ 
uentante  uiderunt:  uifam  q$  admirati  reueriti  q*  ma 
xime  8c  uenerati  funt*  /fVox  i mortalium  orbem  iter 
arripui  credens  Sciam  maiores  longe  ab  bis  bonoref 
adfecutura*  ita  me  uana  decepit  credulitaf  mea/fum 
pmos  offendi  ingentes  bellatorum  exercit?  cu  mul/ 
tis  munitiffimis  ad  expugnadas  duitates  maebinis* 
IPH  L f4uc  rem  intelligo  * ipfi  ergo  illi  fuis  te  gladiis 
8c  baftis  tam  acriter  eofoderunt*  VE*  minime*  &fi  e/ 
nim  infinita  cotinue  committat  flagicia:  uuc  borum 
opes  diripiant:  nunc  illos  afficiant  uulnenb?:  nunc 
alios  luguletit : metiunt* tame  nunqua*jRiiI*  (£) uo/ 
nam  modo  i VE*  lf4am  non  minus  impudetia  funt  e 
orum  di&a  g fada*  g cu  multa  crudelifLme  rapaciffi 
me  q$  faciant:  no  aliter  tamen  ac  fecerint  fe  uel  feciffe 
uel  faduros  eTTe  unq  cof itentur f ££U*  £robe*  Sed  g 
te:  tadem  dic:  ita  grauit  afflixerut  * VF>  cofpicata  tu 
uaftum  pelag?:  animo  uerfare  c$pi  terraf  ne  priuf  an 
maria  inuifere:  uicit  q>,  fentecia  ut  ad  minus  frequen 


tatas  turbis  undas  me  conuerterem.  At  uix  illuc 
attigeram  confcenderam  q*  naues  g primum  tunc 
aculeos  malorum  meorum  experta:  confpexi  tan 
tam  fcelerum  omnium  turpitudinem  quantam : 
nifi  bif  oculis  baufiffem:  nullo  ung  modo  ante  mi 
bi  perfuadere  potuifTem  . Horrendum  di&u : u i/ 
diltes  ilico  in  me  omnes  impetu  f adto  correptis  to 
tam  flagellare  mali  rudentibus  ♦ quibus  c^  coti/ 
tttffc  q>,  grauiter  mihi  fcapu!§  nigrorem  adbuc  fu/ 
lim  atq*  liuorem  aperte teftantur.  fum  ferire  gu 
bernaculis:  clauis:  antemnif:  arpagonibus:  tonfil 
lis:  remis : contis:  aneberis,  tum  iacere  trocleas : 
portifculos:  fupara : artemonef:  fcalas:  paraftataf 
tranftra:  tabulata  ampluftria:  fumrna  q>  &iam  ma 
li  carcbefia.  Atq$  bis  ego  itaprimis  malis  pulfata  : 
cruorc  q*  non  modico  confperfa  proripuime  in 
de  ocius : petii  q$  terras,  tum  ibi  ftatim  arpicio  !a/ 
tam  & apeam  planiciem:  patentef  campos:  faltuf : 
uineas:  prata:  bortos:  infudantef  q*  in  iis  longo  o 
pere  indomitos  agricolas,  qs  &fi  olim  aftrea  dum 
abimmortalib?emigrafrefe  poftremo  loco  inuife 
rit:  primo  tamen  ego  coueture  ftatui  propter  ru/ 
diorem  fimplicioremq*  ipforum  naturam:  rata  8d 
proinde  humaniores  obfequcntioref  q$  erga  me  il 
los  futuros  effe.  Conccfii  itaq$  illuc  cotemplata  cj 
eoru  mores  uidi  qu£  uidere  dolui  furta:  rapinat: 
infuit?:  audacia:  plura  qualia  dc  grauiflima  icelera 
yix  autem  eof  dulciter  amice  q$  lalutauera  cum  fti 


i 


mulis  primo  acft  bos  illis  uifa  effern  mc  pungere  ♦ de 
bine  ftiuas:  bures:  uomeres:  aratra:  dencef:  iuga:  ra 
ftros:  hirpices  q$  detatos  \ me  mittere  aggreTIi  funt  . 
putatorias  &iam  falces  mefforias  ac  f^nanaf*  tum  g/ 
cutere  me  acriter  cylindris:  panniculis:  tribulis:  ua 
nis:  uentilabris*  tum  ligonibus:  bipaliis:  farculis:  bi 
dentibus:  tutiis:  fufeinis:  runconibus:  raRellif:  fur/ 
culis:  palis:  gticis:  cratibus:  corbibus:  qualis*  ibifcef 
fi  ab  eis  tande  tam  immaniter  uulnerata*  & in  urbes 
tang  in  tutiffimum  diuerforium  faluberrimum  q$  la 
borum  meorum  leuame  ofugi  * cogitans  uero  gnam 
ex  omnibus  g urbes  colerent  modeftiores  ellent  atq* 
fandiores  in  animum  induxi  mibi  facerdotes  pmu  ♦ 
Iter  itaq*  fuit  mibi  ad  templa  araf  q$  magnorum  c^li/ 
tum  * fpeculata  q$  itidem  ibi  diligeni:  mores  babit?  q* 
facerdotales:  deledata  fum  certe  pmo  eoru  congref/ 
fu  ♦ HJam  decens  fuus  erat  babit?  pariter  & inceuus  ♦ 
deinde  inuocant  f^pius  dei  adiutorium:  uel  p uiuen 
tibus  fandam  pacem:  uel  p def undif  regem:  uel  pro 
uniuerfifuenia  & mifericordiam  imploratef:  diuinaf 
femper  laudes  fublata  uoce  refonabat*  Hlon  nulli  &/ 
iam  publice  declamates  nunc  uirtutes  fumma  laude: 
nunc  uicia  graui  accufatione  gfequebatur:atq$  ab  bis 
deterrebant:  ad  eas  magnoge  quenq>  inuitabat.  Pia/ 
cuit  mibi  b^c  exteriorum  uit£  eo  2/,  facies  proferri m <p 
iti  dei  maximi  & optimi  collaudatione  quo  nibil  fieri 
poteft  melius  aut  dignius:  femg  eos  occupatos  uide 
bam:  cupiens  q*  in  eorum  ftridiore  uenire  familiari 
tatem*  introiui  incontant  fecretos  8ciam  ipforu  tba/ 
lamos.  ubi  pr;  cereo  qu£  uiderim  fmgula  exteri  orib? 


minime  interiora  refpondentia*  $ed  id  (altem  non 
mittam  qui  attre&antes  frequenter  leditantes  q$  bre: 
ucs  quofdam  codices : a quoru  breuitate  nome  8ciam 
illif  confonum  indiderut:  cocitato  qdam  dt  prorupto 
oris  motu  ferebant*  biblietis  q)  inftar  ampbor^  mul/ 
ta  magis  quafi  obmurmurabat  g ,pferebant*  in  Cjbus 
quatum  coniedura  carpe  potui:  diuinas  cjs  fupra  me 
moraui  pa&iones  atq*  inuocationes  faciebat*  Sed  ne 
q$  ego  qu£  diceret  facile  accipiebam:  ncq$  ipfi:  ut  arbi 
tror:  plane  intelligebant  ♦ & fi  qua  erant  qu$  percipi 
pollent:  ea  tantum  erant  nefeio  qu£  uerba  titubata  * 
qu£  magna  cum  labiorum  feftinatione  ac  confufione 
perftrepebant*  Alee  mora:  magno  in  me  cum  infultu 
proruerut*  correptis  q>,  breuib?  illis  libellis  fuif  in  o/ 
culos  colliferunt  atq*  contuderunt:  ut  dexterum  pe/ 
ne  bunc  mibi  que  l^lum  adbuc  uides:  eruerint*  Tum 
acerrif:  arulis:  cadelabrif:  c^reif:  emu&onif:  liebnis: 
lampadibus  facris  q*  omnibus  uafis*  atq>,  ipfis  poftre/ 
mo  que  fummum  c^li  regem  hominum  q*  liberatore 
affixum  fuftinebant  facratiffimis  crucibus  ita  me  infe 
dati  funt:  ut  prope  tunc  mibi  defperandum  omnino 
elTe  putauerim*  $ed  aufugi  inde  citiuf  fubiStcnf  mul 
tum  tam  uan£  crudelitati  deceptarq*  de  bis  opinioni 
me£  * f greffa  uero  fores  templorum : tieq$  uidens  ad 
quos  me  conferrem : euolaui  in  plateas  uiasc^  pu/ 
blicaf*  Quot  tum  mibi  & quanta  fe  palam  obiecerunt 
undiq*  ementium  uendentium  q$  inter  fe  uelamenta 
atcp  mendacia*  quanta  mercatorum  redemptorum  q* 
piuria  : profonetarura  luolucra:  inftitoru  fraudata 


) 


negocia:  numularioru  .pftituta  lucra  publicanoru 
audacifTima  fcelera.  quant£  artificum  deceptionef  8c 
deprauationes:  quata  no  uirorum  modo  fed  dc  f$mi 
narum  infug  atq*  puerorum  mentita  ucrba  parit  & 
fa&a.  qnti  & borum  fuci*  qnt£  nebulo.  qrum:  qd  de/ 
teftabili?  eft:  eo  magis  & indoles  probati  atcp  magnu 
aligd  de  fe  polliceri  prodicat" q metiri  ac  magis  falle/ 
re  a[fuefcut.F§min|  in  me  pm£  lecerunt  fufof:  colof: 
uerticulos:  glomera:  mataxaf:  panulas:  tibicines:  ra 
dios:  penfa:  acus:  calathos:  thecas.  tum  gemas:  lapil 
los:  uniones:  uiriolas:  anulos:  lauref:  armillas:  cbe/ 
lidros:  dextralia:  lunulaf:  torquef:  catellas:  murenu 
las:  peufcelidas:  femicin&ia:  mitras:  anademata:  di/ 
fcriminalia:  calamiftra:  fpecula:  matulas:  olfa&ori/ 
ola:  fudariola:  fcalptoria:  dentifricia:  detifcalpia:au 
rifcalpia:  atq$  innumerabilia  qu£  magis  &iam  me  l^fe 
runt  unguetaria  uafa  elegantiorif  g neceffe  fit  formg 
caufa  parata*  Poft  puerorum  ingens  & conferta  tur 
ba  raptim  me  fuftib?  ac  faxis  impetierunt.  Tum  po/ 
puli  longa  multitudo  ut  bincinde  cocitata  fugieba. 
atq$  omni  ex  genere  artifices  qug  # fuo  quifqp  ufu  pa  / 
rata  babebat  mftrumeta  magno  cu  furore  in  me  mi/ 
ferunt.  VidifTes  uo  litare  lanioru:  cetario^  qp  mefaf: 
trapezophora:  trutinaf:  pondera:  ferrameta:  bamof 
uncos:  retia:  curricula:  nafTas:  cultros:  machaeras : 
dolabra,  (tocorum  pifto^L  qp  abena:  cacabos:  cbitro  / 
pedes:  creagraf:  uerua:  craticulaf:  teftas:  fartaginef: 
patinaf:  olas:  fidelias:  lebetef:  mortaria:  pila:  rudef: 
alueos:  fcapbas:  labra:  cribracula:  palas:  rutabula : 
batilla:  fufcinulas:  forcipes:  uncinos:  fcutellaf:  pro/ 


mulfidaria:  parapfides:  coclearia:  quadras:  lati 
ces : catinos:  cauponum  ciatbof:  fcipbof:  urceo 
lof:  oencpbora:  pateras:  obbas:  trullas:  calicef: 
pbialaf:  colunaria:  amulaf:  catbarof:  afcbopbaf: 
lagenas:  congios:  ancones:  cymbia:  crateres:  a/ 
pboras:  cados*  tidores:  pugillares:  ftilos:  colo 
ref:  peniculos:  fpotigiaf:  concbaf:  cauteria*  futo 
ru  forfices:  acuf:  formaf:  menfuraf:  fcalprof:  fu 
bulaf:  mucronef:  digitalia*  Calonu  q>,  ac  omnis 

freneris  fabroruforpiccf:  malleos:  incudes:  fol 
es:  fecuref:  fibulaf:  feftucaf:  uedef:  trullaf:  per/ 
pendicula:  normas:  regulas:  amuffef:  modulof: 
circinof:  tornof:  manipburef:  limas:  tela:  fcapbi 
a:  ferras:  dolas:  afeias:  terebras.  /(Vedicoru  ton 
forum:  pigmentariorum  q*  peluef:  cucumaf:  no 
uaculaf:  forpicef:  cucurbitulas:  cotef:  fcalpellof: 
fpecilla:  uofellas:  bamulos:  modiolos  : diocles: 
fcapbia:  matellas:  pixidef:  piperatoria:  mortari 
ola:  piftillos:  rudiculas*  Quibus  in  me  diu  gra 
uiter  q*  ac  grandinis  more  ruentibus  pene  tan/ 
dem  deficere  c$pi : quum  rotabar  undiq*  dc  exa  A 
gitabar  incerta  mei  ac  anxia : nec  quo  diuertere 
tutum  ullum confpiciens  locum:  ecce  pueni  for 
te  ad  fora  publica*  ubi  dc  mira  intuens  cum  gra 
uitate  pr^tores  atq*  pr^fides  multam  item  toga/ 
torum  capiciatorum  q*  hominum  turba  g uel  iu 
dicabant  uel  procuratef  i pfi  caufas  aliorum  dicc 
bat:  alle&a  fum  pmo  ipforu  afpeftu:  nam  dc  fm/ 
gulari  uidebantf  proditi  modeftia  tu  dc  logiores 
laxiores  q*  corii  tog£  magna  fimul  dc  fapientiam 


Cc  uit£  integritatem  oftetabat*  Acccffi  ergo  .ppius  ad 
tos  exiftimas  me  de  cbarybdi  iam  fecurum  i portum 
applicuifTe:  cum  fubito  iticircumfpe&am  latracib?  ca 
tub?  in  fcyllam  uideo  me  delata  ac  pr^cipitata*  IHam 
quas  ibi  non  audiui  horrendas  latrantum  caufidico 
rum  uocesJ  quas  non  ludicantium  iniquas  interlo/ 
curiones  atq*  diffinitio  nesf  quas  non  uidi  pratorum 
ambitiones:  qs  no  aduerti  tabellionum  fcribarum  q$ 
falfitates?  quos  &iam  cum  pmo  adiuuiffem  tang  hu/ 
milioris  condstionis  homines:  mirum  ut  gntoci?  ca/ 
lamariis  fimul  atq$  glapbiariis  thecis:  calamis  q>,  ac  a/ 
tramentariis  uafts:  fcalpellis:  Sciam  Sc  ceteris  feripto 
riis  ferrametis  fuis  in  os  mibi  oculos  q$  aerii  tnfulta/ 
uerunt*  /IVox  acri?  q*  8c  impudenti?  pterue  in  me  au 
fi  pr^fides:  affellores:  circulatrates  q>  undiq>,  illi  fcyl/ 
l^i  canes:  ta  log?  ca  q>,  uenerabilis  ac  cogat?  ordo:atq$ 
i me  primo  unguibuf  dehinc  dentib?  crudeliffime  fcg 
ui entes  dilaniarunt  totum  mibi  atq*  ubiq*  corp?  ex/ 
ederunt*  quorum  quotienf  rerordor  canina  illam  ra 
bie:  morfus  uenenatos:  fame  q*  no  min?  ticiano  uul/ 
cure  ardentem  Se  indomitam:  contremifeo  toties  de/ 
ftituor  q*  tota  pene  pr£  recordatione*  ita  mibi  pene/ 
trauerut  ultimos  Scia  cordis  receffus  ut  bo y.  eomga/ 
tioe  pora  certe  qu£  excegam  quis  amarifTima  uulne/ 
ra  prope  dulcefceret  * At  poftg  defelTi  pus  g exatiati 
funt  malis  meis  liqre  me  tadem*  tgo  uero  qntu  uul/ 
nerum  a cerbitaf  magnitudo  q$  fmebant  maturaui  in 
de  fuga*  Se  que  unica  tatu  reftabat  loca  cotuli  me  ad 
curia!  pncipu  atq*  eo^  g pneipib?  affiftebat  poterio^ 
boim  turbuletilTimaf  turbas.weqp  uero  dica  q pafTim 


ibi  fmgula  uiderim  licentiora  Sciam  g qus  fupra  re/ 
cenfui*  (Loquantur  pro  fc  conculcati  pupilli:  flentes 
uidu$:  egentes  jpftrati:  innocetes  damnati:  optimicj 
q*  accufati:  jpfcripti:  mul&ati:*  Illud  tantum  memo/ 
rabo  q>  prfc  indignitate  rerum  tata  commota  fum  co/ 
miferatione:  ut  quum  innumerabilib?  iam  corporis 
uulnerib?  exhalandam  ufq>,  ipfam  anima  confeda  ef/ 
fem:  maiore  tamen  cu  dolore  & anxietate  tulerim  no 
uum  id  animi  uulnus  quo  ppun&am  tranffixam  q>,  i 
credibilis  quedam  me  tot  ac  tantorum  malorum  pra 
uitas  affecerat*  tam  grauis  erat  atq*  miferabilis  facies 
eorum* Que  quum  uider e non  magno  poteram  fine 
horrore  itueri.  AfViraris  forte  pietate  teneritudine  q$ 
animi  mei*  fed  miraberis  longe  magis  furore  eorum 
qui  longo  in  me  cocitato  agmine  quafi  defcacchantes 
no  ferro  quidem  me  extinguere(  nam  extingui  haud 
pofTe  me  ferro  ititelligebant  )red  pugnis:  faxif:  calci/ 
bus  q*  cotundere:  ftrangulare  q*  laqueis:  promptum 
certu  q$  mortis  mefc  geti?  arbitrati  funt.  q nec  oteti  co 
rufam  Sciam  8c  flragulatam  rotare  demum  per  pedes 
ac  quaffare  illidere  q*  terr£  pro  ui  fua  quifq>,  conteti/ 
derut  (Quibus  tantis  malis  affe&a  poflg  non  tam  ra 
biem  exatiauerut  fua  g extremum  ( fi  quide  adhuc  re 
ftabat  )fpiritum  me  exbala[Te  crediderat:  eieda  fum  t 
pomerium  urbis  tang  uilifTimum  cadauer  depafcen 
dum  canibus  atq>,  feris  alitibuf*  Sed  quas  non  inueni 
eundis  8ciam  hominibus  mitiores  feras  Sc  uolucresJ 
quid  referam  qnto  me  ftudio  Sc  amore  pfecuti  funt  i 
primis  canes  tum  corui  8c  uultures  c^cerfc  q$  aues  8c/ 
iam  immaniores*  qui  conglobati  catuatim  omnes  af/ 


fiftentes  q*  nubi  certabant  nunc  1>$  plaudere  alis:  con 
qu^ri  dulciter  8c  codolere : purgare  roftris  uulneru 
laniem:  nuc  illi  pedib?  cauda  q*  blandiri/  lingere  uul 
nera  plagas  q*  mulcere  donec  qu£  fugerat  adbuc  fcin 
tilia  uitg  me£  calefcerc  redire  q*  fenfim  in  uetere  fiam 
mam  atq*  reftitui  c$pit  * Quid  cu  iam  ualentior  fafta 
inde  feceffiffemi  quid  narrabo  tatumJ  no  canum  mo/ 
do  & alitum  fcd  leporum  &iam  urforum  / tigrium  / 
omnis  q*  generis  ferarum  exgta  fum  manfuetuditie: 
prope  q*  dixerim  bumamtatem:  Hlam  poft  longa  qug 
(uftinuerim  mala  quum  ex  urbibus  omnino  ftatuif/ 
fem  migrare/  in  abdita  loca  perrexi  in  filuas  & nemo 
ra  tang  fecuri?  in  refugium  uitg  me£  ♦ tfJec  uero  me/ 
a me  fefellit  opinio*  nam  quanta  me  pus  homines  af  / 
fecerat  iniuria/  tanto  poftea  me  bonore  filueftres  fe/ 
r£  atq*  alites*  a quibus  tam  amice  fufeepta  fum  tam  fe 
dulo  lemper  & ofFiciofe  comitata:  ut : quod  de  bomi/ 
nibus  ante  credideram/  uiderentfipf^  humanos  mo/ 
res:  mutata  utrinq*  natura:  fibi  uidicafTe  * f&ebitic  ue 
ro  capta  defiderio : ut  fuit:  plura  inuifendi  confcedi 
aitiora  bfcc  colliu  atq*  motiu  loca*  in  gbus  8c  multos 
ia  erra ui  dies . neq*  mortali  u queng  adbuc  ofFendi  p 
ter  te.  cui?  pmo  &iam  afpedu  offenfa  no  potui  no  t i/ 
mere:  memor  eo y.  qug  tibi  reculi  a mortalib?  fuftinu 
iffe*  tu  fecu^  paulati  recepi  animu:  poftg  inter  loque 
du  ta  manifefta  egregifc  uirtutis  tu£  ac  demu  amorif 
figna  demoftrafti:  gn  maiore  in  modu  admirata  fui  i 
i pio  fermonif  aggrefTu:  q>  te  unum  ex  otnniu  morta/ 
liu.  turba  tueniffem  ta  mite:  piu:  redu:  ta  q*  fmgula/ 
ri  proditu  bonitate*  $ed  pbilaletbcm  poftg  te  meum 


ei Te  intellexi:  que  & pr^cipuum  8:  ante  cmnes  unum 
ut  inuiferem  lufTerat  parens  meus:  conuerfa  fum  ili/ 
co  ex  admiratione  in  maiorem  gratulationem  :qu£ 
te  mibi  aliquando  oblatum  babuiffem:  ut  cum  ad  pa 
trem  meum  reuerterim  pofTem  poft  longam  reliquo 
rum  mortalium  in  me  crudelitatem  ac  immanitatem 
tui  &iam  unius  fummam  uere  q*  ab  illo  mibi  pr^nun 
ciata  bumanitate  8c  pietatem  ref e rrc*)PH  L (D  qu£  au 
dio  triftia:  dira:  inranda:  execranda70  ferum : cru/ 
dum:  immane:  barbarum:  ({)  impudens:  <D  pcftilenf 
mortalium  genus*  © qug  debifeat  uobis  terra  depe/ 
reat  c 5 tota  cbafmate*  <D  toleratifTimum  magnum  to/ 
nantem*  © fulmina  quid  ceffant  tua?  © manef:  © ex 
tindas  lam  faces  tuas*  © inulta  fic  abibit  tanta  uora 
go:  flagiciorum  tanta  licenti  a *}VE  * tam  graui/ 

ter  angi  PhilaletbesJfatis  ac  fuper  enimp^nas  dabut 
miferrimi  mortales*  !£ine  tantum  ad  paretem  meum 
redeam:  narre  q$  tam  pr^clara  qu£  tibi  eorum  bene/ 
fada  memoraui  ♦ paticntiffime  longe  q$  quidem  funt 
aures  ei*  fed  baud  furde  tamen*  $ uitin8c  diutius  ille 
peccantes  qs  puniat  acrius  tandem  atq$  caftiget  jEJEiL 
rfyfi  iam  pdem  fatis  perfpedam  babuifTem  impurita 
tem  bominum:  q uncj  adduci  modo  potuiffem  ut  tan  • 
ta  qu£  uel  uideo  uel  audio  crederem  teterrimg  crude 
litatis  exempla«l^E*|?one  iam  queftui  modum*lPHIf 
^t  pono  quidem*  Sed  tu:  oro:  priuf  g abfcedas  digna 
re  tatifper  domum  mea  inuifere  mecum  q$  gefcere:  ut 
m jjfperiore  ualitudine  reftituta:  ac  tam  atra  uulne/ 
ru  a tabe  purgata  poffis  demu  mudior:  elegantior  q$ 
parete  tuu  couenire*]yE^Imo  pftat  ita  ut  fum  crueta 


abire:  ut  manifeftius  ipietatem  eorum  pr£  oculis  illi 
pona.lEJbllJ&onato  mibi  faltem  paucos  dies  ut  dul/ 
cifTimg  pr^fentig  tu£  frudtu  no  omnino  priuat?  fim. 
]^E  faxo  ut  uis.]PH  lj.tio  ducam  te  in  fplendida  gdi 
ficia:  lautas  q>  menfas.  tuguriolum  eft  mibi  qd  mani 
bus  ipfe  meis  extruxi,  iuxta  quoq>  antrum  natur£  fo 
lertioremanu  fabricatum . Porro  uxor  comes  uit£ 
mee  non  cultiore  § ego  amidtu  ueftita.  fed  pudica  & 
fobria  feruat  dornu.  (Enati  qq>  pfimiles  mibi.  fed  nu/ 
di  ita  ut  te  quafi  rcpr^fentent.  (tapellas  tantum  pau 
cas  poffideo:  quas  circum  bos  quotidie  ago  montes. 
qu£  & la&is  nobis  uberrima  fuppeditant  alimenta  . 
Fornis  etia  & nucib?  uercor . potum  aqua  miniftrat : 
mella  aliquando  mibi  delici^. Tum  ubi  nox  aduenta 
uit  falientem  propter  fontem  crepitantib?  q$  8c  e fax/ 
is  dulci  murmure  deriuatem  fatigata  membra  ccm/ 
pono,  fubtrachf  q>  arbo2j,  foliis  capio  fomnum.  Sed: 
qd  onef  exupat  delicatifTimas  dapes  8c  magnificetiffi 
mos  apparat?:  eft  mibi  pax  2c  quies  perpetua,  doli  $ 
cui  3c  fraudes,  nibil  timoris:  nibil  odu:  nibilinfidia 
rum.  fida  obregtur  coniunx.  dulces  applaudut  gna 
ti.  audiunt:  gaudent:  rident:  locant" : l^tusq*  ego  bi 
laris:  liber:  contentus  minimis:  uacuus  moleftiaru: 
fecurus  omnium  8c  ab  omni  prorfus  anxietate  atq>  a 
nimi  gturbatione  exempt?  ago.  In  bas  ego:  nifi  for/ 
te  faftidis:  te  excipiam  opes  meas/y£/minime  fafti/ 
dio:  quas  pacftoli  Sciam  barenis  longe  pluris  facien/ 
das  puto  .]£H  I /eamus:  iam  nam  aduefperafcit.  ui/ 
des  ut  fumant  te&a?  no  multum  abfum?:  illuc  di<fto 
citius  contendantf./yETatq)  ego  te  fequor  libens ; 
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VEGIUS,  MAPHAEUS.  Philalethes.  c.  1474. 

Hain  * 15,925;  B.M.C.  II,  457;  Schreiber  5,415;  Stillwell  V 100. 

Printed  with  roman  types,  in  quarto  X 144  mm.,  and  the  printed  text 
form,  30  lines  to  a page.  It  has  12  measures  140  X 89  mm.  Bound  in 
leaves.  The  size  of  a leaf  is  208  red  morocco  by  Zaehnsdorf. 

THE  reputation  of  Maffeo  Vegio,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
Italian  humanists  of  the  early  fifteenth  century,  rests  on  two  accom- 
plishments.  As  a youth  of  twenty-two  he  wrote  a sequel  to  the  Aeneid 
which,  ltnown  as  the  “Thirteenth  Book,”  was  usuafty  printed  with  the 
original  for  two  centuries  and  was  translated  into  several  languages.  Its 
English  version,  by  Thomas  Twyne,  first  appeared  in  1583.  Vegio’s 
supplement  is  a work  of  merit,  although,  as  might  be  expected,  his  hexa- 
meters  are  overloaded  with  rhetorical  passages.  Perhaps  an  even  more 
lasting  work  of  his  was  the  De  Educatione  Puerorum,  which  some  re- 
gard  as  the  most  important  contribution  of  Humanism  to  pedagogy. 

Vegio  was  one  of  those  rare  scholars,  who,  although  imbued  with 
classical  literature,  were  also  genuinely  religious.  Born  at  Lodi  in  1406, 
he  studied  and  afterwards  taught  at  the  University  of  Pavia.  He  became 
a close  friend  of  Aeneas  Sylvius,  later  Pope  Pius  II,  as  also  of  Loren- 
zo  Valla,  and  other  humanists.  Pope  Eugene  IV  invited  him  to  Rome, 
and  appointed  him  a papal  secretary  and  then  a canon  of  St.  Peter’s,  an 
office  which  he  held  until  his  death  in  1458.  A great  admirer  of  St.  Augus- 
tine and  his  mother  St.  Monica,  Vegio  composed  various  offices  in  their 
honor. 

The  Philalethes  is  an  allegory  written  in  the  form  of  a dialogue  be- 
tween  Truth  and  the  Lover  of  Truth.  Philalethes,  ragged  and  downcast, 
meets  Veritas,  also  in  a sad  state,  on  a lonely  road.  Each  has  been  looking 
for  the  other,  and  each  learns  the  other’s  identity  with  joy.  Veritas  com- 
plains  that  she  is  ali  wounded  and  bleeding  from  the  cruelties  of  man- 
kind,  and  Philalethes  replies  bitterly  that  he  has  fled  to  the  wilderness 
for  the  same  reason.  Then  Veritas  goes  on  to  explain  how,  after  Har- 
mony,  Peace,  Justice,  and  several  other  heavenly  messengers  had  ali 
been  rejected  by  men,  she  had  come  last,  to  suffer  the  same  fate.  Phila- 
lethes asks  who  have  injured  her  most : actors,  or  astrologers,  or  false 
philosophers,  or  poets?  Not  poets,  Veritas  replies  indignantly ; there  is 
no  group  which  honors  her  more.  The  true  poet’s  gift  is  more  divine 
than  human,  and  sjje  has  no  praise  too  great  to  bestow  upon  him.  After 
some  coaxing,  however,  she  relates  her  unhappy  adventures.  The  sailors 
beat  her,  the  farmers  hurled  their  implements  at  her,  the  priests  buried 
her  in  a heap  of  books,  while  the  merchants,  the  women,  the  doctors, 
and  the  craftsmen  pelted  her  with  anything  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on.  At  the  end,  Philalethes  begs  her  to  come  and  share  his  simple  pastoral 
life,  whose  pleasures  he  describes  with  an  enthusiasm  which  is  strongly 
reminiscent  of  the  Georgics.  And  so  the  two  go  off  together. 

Vegio  dedicated  the  story  to  his  younger  brother  Eustace.  “As 
others  give  their  brothers  gold  and  jewels,”  he  remarks,  “I  adorn  you 
with  gifts  which  endure  for  ever,  while  those  things  are  only  fleeting.” 
The  book  was  first  printed  in  1472  at  Cologne.  For  some  time  it  passed 
for  a work  of  Lucian. 

This  is  one  of  the  ten  items  printed  by  Regiomontanus  at  his  private 
press  at  Nuremberg.  The  typography,  with  two  large  woodcut  initials 
composed  in  the  ribbon  style,  has  an  Italian  feeling.  But  especiallyj 
Italian  is  the  full-page  woodcut  representing  Philalethes  as  a youth  ini 
torn  clothing,  holding  a laurei  branch  in  his  right  hand,  and  Veritas  as  ai 
woman  with  wings,  her  body  covered  with  innumerable  wounds.  In  thel 
background  is  a hili  to  the  left  and  a forest  to  the  right. 

Bought  in  Fehruary  1939. 


VEGIUS,  MAFFEUS.  Philalethes.  Roman  type.  12  leaves.  With 
fine  full-page  woodcut,  old  coloured.  40.  Crimson  morocco. 
(Nuremberg,  Joh.  Mulier  of  Konigsberg,  ca.  1474).  ^5,10. 

Hain-Cop.  15929.  B.M.C.  II,  457.  Muther  106.  Schreiber  5415. 

Probably  not  the  second  edition,  but  the  first  with  the  woodcut.  The  first  page 
begins  with  a heading  of  two  lines  of  capitals  and  a large  woodcut  initial  C. 
On  fol.  2 is  a full-page  woodcut  with  the  names  of  the  characters : 
“ Philalethes  Veritas,”  cut  above  on  the  block.  The  “ Lover  of  Truth  ” 
stands  in  a ragged  garment  and  holds  a leafy  branch.  He  is  facing  right, 
looking  towards  Truth  represented  as  a winged  woman,  nude  but  for  a scarf 
over  her  left  shoulder;  her  body  is  dotted  with  short  curved  marks  (“  veritas 
vulnerata  atque  cruenta  ”),  the  wounds  received  from  mankind  (text  p.  4,  5). 
The  cut  is  coloured  by  a contemporary.  This  book  is  one  of  the  ten  issued 
from  the  noteworthy  press  of  the  mathematician  Johann  Mulier  of  Konigsberg. 
The  only  non-scientific  books  produced  by  him  are  the  present  one,  and 
S.  Basilius  ad  Juvenes. 

There  are  two  woodcut  initials  of  handsome  design  after  Italian  models  (the 
first  one  here  coloured).  The  woodcut  is  the  first,  and  a 1 m o s t 
the  only  German  I5th  century  cut  showing  marked 
Italian  influence. 

Maffeo  Vegio,  born  at  Lodi  in  1406,  was  Canon  of  St.  Peter’s  from  1443,  and 
died  at  Rome  in  1458. 

Very  fine,  tali  copy,  rubricated.  Tiny  hole  in  cut. 


